
 
DISCOVER NORTH AMERICAN

WATERWAYS: ST. LAWRENCE AND
THE GREAT LAKES

 
Your 16-night journey includes: 12-night Great Lakes small ship cruise with Kingston,

Toronto, Niagara Falls, Cleveland, Detroit, Lake Huron, Manitoulin Island, Sault Ste. Marie,
Mackinac Island & Lake Michigan; 2 nights at a Deluxe hotel in Montréal; 2 nights at a Deluxe

hotel in Chicago
 

Seamlessly blending luxury small ship cruising and intimate cultural discovery, you’ll see North
America's rich natural beauty and buzzing metro hubs on this adventure through the Great Lakes and
beyond!
 
Your small ship cruise begins in sophisticated Montréal, one of Canada's great cultural jewels and a
UNESCO City of Design. You’ll discover more about Canada's history before moving on to scenic Lake
Ontario and the city of Kingston. Feel the mists of Niagara Falls on an included boat tour, then
continue through the Great Lakes and the historic cities that border them, including Mackinac Island in
Lake Huron, and a final stop in Chicago. With 13 included features and Cultural Discoveries, every day
will bring new wonders to pique your curiosity.
 
Throughout your cruise, you’ll enjoy the comfort and elegance of the Ocean Explorer. This state-of-
the-art small ship offers modern amenities and attentive service, for the ultimate in luxury cruising.
While on board, indulge in a pampering massage at the spa or try hot-rock cooking at the specialty
restaurant. Relax with soak in the top-deck hot tub or borrow a best-seller from the well-stocked
library. Don’t forget to head to the sundeck for incomparable views of this scenic region of North
America.

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ECM25
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JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
THE OCEAN EXPLORER

Cruise on the 5-star Ocean Explorer, an
agile and state-of-the-art expedition
vessel that can navigate to places larger
ships can’t

RESIDENT LECTURER

Gain deeper insights into your
destinations with talks and discussions
by an onboard Resident Lecturer

CRUISING 5 GREAT LAKES

Enjoy scenic cruising on all 5 Great
Lakes: Ontario, Erie, Huron, Superior,
and Michigan

KINGSTON, ONTARIO

Take a coach tour through Kingston on
Lake Ontario

HENRY FORD MUSEUM

Learn about Detroit’s economic
industrial boom and leading innovation
of automotive ideas on a tour through
this interactive museum

MACKINAC ISLAND

Take a horse-drawn carriage tour of
historic Mackinac Island, which remains
car-free
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BOAT TOUR OF CHICAGO

Float past more than 50 architectural
wonders and enjoy them from a unique
perspective on the Chicago River

NIAGARA FALLS

Sail into the mists on a Niagara Falls
cruise aboard the Hornblower

NIAGARA ON THE LAKE WINE

Sample the vintages at Niagara’s
Château des Charmes, a state-of-the-
art, family-owned winery

MANTOULIN ISLAND

Discover Ojibwe tradition on Manitoulin
Island, including a smudging ceremony
and powwow
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YOUR PRICE INCLUDES

Purchase your airfare from Vantage and your

airport transfers, fuel surcharges, and government

taxes and fees are included

•

Accommodations for 16 nights, with 12 nights

aboard the 5-star Ocean Explorer, plus 2 nights in

Montréal at the InterContinental Montréal (or similar)

and 2 nights in Chicago at the Hilton Palmer House

(or similar)

•

41 meals: 16 breakfasts, 11 lunches, and 14 dinners,

with complimentary wine, beer, and soft drinks during

dinner on board

•

13 included features and Cultural Discoveries•

2 UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Montréal, a

UNESCO City Of Design; Georgian Bay Biosphere

Reserve

•

The services of a Vantage Cruise Director and

Program Manager, plus shipboard commentary,

•

regional experts, and private motorcoach for

excursions

Complimentary Destination Manager on board ship

to assist with all your personal requests

•

Gratuities for local guides and drivers•

All transportation on tour•

All transfers and baggage handling when overseas,

beginning with your first hotel

•

Vantage’s 5% Travel Reward, received upon your

return, to use toward your next Vantage journey

•
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SMALL SHIP CRUISING HIGHLIGHTS  
Our 5-star fleet offers an authentic sailing experience to make your
journey unforgettable. While onboard, indulge in a relaxing
massage at the spa, or try hot-rock cooking at the onboard
restaurant. Then, disembark for an eye-opening visit to a local
winery or a walking tour of some of the world’s most iconic cities
and undiscovered gems. All the while, enjoy these world-class ship
amenities:

77 cabins, including a landmark 15 solo cabins, most of which
have full walk-out balconies, for the most flexible style of travel

— plus, suites designed for comfortable triple-occupancy as well as adjoining room options 
A culinary program offering gourmet dining incorporating regional fare, with wine and beer included at dinner 
Spa, massage, and hair services available at the onboard spa 
Sauna 
Fitness center 
Curated lectures, programs, musical performances, and cultural events 
Low passenger-to-crew ratio, plus onboard Destination Manager 
Knowledgeable staff by region 
Onboard medical doctor (travelers are responsible for medical fees associated with doctor visit and
medications) 
Gift Shop 
Library with over 200 titles 
Separate, intimate dining space for groups or special events (available upon request) 
Complimentary unlimited WiFi (WiFi on certain segments of trips may not be available) 
Entertainment programming with 100 movie titles 
Environmentally friendly standards with reduced emissions into air and sea and lower energy consumption 
Dynamic positioning technology 
State-of-the-art safety technology, Polar Code 6 compliant, and fully compliant with the latest SOLAS
requirements in expedition cruising 
Rolls-Royce stabilizer system; “Safe Return to Port” technology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SPECIAL INTEREST
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UNESCO & HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS  
Years ago, they were the simple path of a glistening glacier, but
today, the Great Lakes are a proud symbol of American heritage.
You’ll enjoy picturesque cruising on four Great Lakes, each with
their own stunning landscape, unique history, and treasured
cultural gems. From the scenic shorelines of Lake Huron to the
history-lined coast of Lake Michigan, you’ll gain a new appreciation
for the story of America. 
 
Mackinac Island: With its Revolutionary-era heritage and car-free

streets, it’s no wonder Mackinac is listed as a National Historic Landmark. Embark on a sightseeing tour of this
remarkable island, passing landmarks such as the Grand Hotel where the movie Somewhere in Time was filmed.
Then, watch history come to life as you explore Fort Mackinac, the 18th-century fortress that once served as an
important Revolutionary War post and is now the centerpiece of Mackinac National Park.  
 
Great Lakes: This scenic voyage gives you the opportunity to cruise on four of the Great Lakes during your
explorations. Not only will you get to witness the natural splendor of these incredible waterways, you’ll enjoy a
full day of scenic sailing on two of them: Lake Michigan, the only Great Lake located entirely within the United
States, and Lake Huron, the fifth largest freshwater lake in the world and the first of the Great Lakes to be
discovered by European settlers. 
 
Cleveland: Journey through America’s past as you tour the historical highlights of Cleveland, from the
masterpieces found at the Cleveland Museum of Art to the colorful relics of the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. Then,
you’ll pay homage to another beloved American pastime — lunch! Savor local cuisine at the city’s oldest
marketplace: the famous West Side Market. Wander through bustling aisles as vendors offer everything from
seafood and baked goods to flowers and spices.  
 
Detroit: Delve into the fascinating past of our country as you explore the unique exhibits of the Henry Ford
Museum. Dedicated to detailing American history and culture, you’ll see priceless artifacts such as the limousine
that carried President John F. Kennedy on the day of his assassination, the bus in which Rosa Parks made civil
rights history, and the chair from Ford’s Theater in which Abraham Lincoln was sitting in when he was shot.  
 
Manitoulin Island: Get a fascinating insider’s look at the rich culture of the Ojibwe Native Americans as we visit
Manitoulin Island, the world’s largest freshwater island. With native and non-native communities co-existing like
nowhere else on the continent, Manitoulin has a history as colorful and diverse as any in Canada. Discover how
the beliefs and customs of the Ojibwe intertwine with those of the Catholic Church during a visit to the
Immaculate Conception Church. Then, unveil Ojibwe tradition intricacies as you attend a smudging, a
ceremonial cleansing ritual, and powwow, an expressive curing ceremony, before touring the foundation’s
unique museum and art gallery.Montréal: Before reaching the Great Lakes, you'll visit a UNESCO-listed city of
design along the St. Lawrence River. It's home to more than 50 national historic sites, and it boasts a lively
downtown arts and cultural scene. You'll view many of its gems, including historic Old Montréal’s stunning
architecture, and the magnificent neo-Gothic Notre Dame Basilica, one of the crown jewels in Québec's rich
religious heritage.  
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ART & CULTURE HIGHLIGHTS  
From rock and roll to indigenous culture, this Great Lakes cruise
blends the old, the new, and the evergreen on a delightful 17-day
itinerary. Here are some cultural highlights:

Learn about the Ojibwe Native Americans on Manitoulin Island 
Delve into the culture and landmarks of Toronto on a city tour
and with a free day in this vibrant and diverse city 
Take a colorful tour through musical history at Cleveland’s Rock

& Roll Hall of Fame 
Tour Detroit’s Henry Ford Museum for an automobile-themed look at some of the most important moments
in American history, then visit the Detroit Institute of Arts for a look at one of the most exceptional
collections around 

  
 
  

CULINARY HIGHLIGHTS  
Few things reveal as much about a culture and its people as the
food they eat. This journey reveals the U.S. and Canada’s strong
culinary ties to the sea and to its lakes. Here are some of the many
ways you will indulge in its many flavors.

Visit a traditional sugar shack in Montréal to indulge in a rich,
maple-laden meal 
As you explore Montréal on your own, stop to sample one of its
renowned — and indulgent — dishes: poutine, French fries
covered in pork gravy and cheese curds 

 
 
 
  

 
  

NATURE HIGHLIGHTS  
From thundering Niagara Falls to the tranquil Great Lakes, you’ll
encounter the stunning natural landscapes that have given life to
some of the world’s most vibrant cities and inspired countless
American artists and writers.

Drive along the Niagara River for dramatic views of Horseshoe
Falls, then board the iconic Hornblower “Voyage to the Falls” for
a cruise into the misty spray of Niagara. You’ll also drive along

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ECM25
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Niagara Parkway, spotting sights such as the Floral Clock and the Whirlpool Rapids 
Cruise on four of the Great Lakes during your explorations and witness their natural splendor. You’ll enjoy a
full day of scenic sailing on two of them: Lake Michigan, the only Great Lake located entirely within the
United States, and Lake Huron 
Cruise through Georgian Bay, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, to Manitoulin Island 

  
 
  

PHOTOGRAPHY HIGHLIGHTS  
Make the most of this history-rich itinerary with photographic
memories you’ll hold dear forever. Here are a few highlights to
look out for: 

Chronicle your horse-drawn carriage ride on car-free Mackinac
Island 
Get close up with Niagara Falls on a dramatic ride along the rim,
as well as a scenic cruise down Niagara Parkway 

Get an in-depth look at Ojibwe tradition with a smudging ceremony and powwow, as well as a tour of the
Ojibwe Cultural Foundation’s museum and art gallery — an unforgettable experience! 

  

 
  

CONCIERGE SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS  
Prior to your expedition cruise, our complimentary Concierge
service will be available to help you customize your journey. Here
are just a few services your Concierge can provide:

Do you have a special birthday, anniversary, family reunion or
other important event you want to celebrate on board? Let your
Concierge know and he or she can make all the special
arrangements, whether it’s a private reception in your suite, a

gathering in the lounge, and more 
Restaurant reservations. Just notify your Concierge of your interests, and he or she will be happy to make
recommendations, and will call ahead to reserve your table 
Special excursions. Would you like a limo to take you for a special night in the city? Perhaps you’d like to look
up long-lost relatives. Your Concierge is here to help! 
Extend your stay! Your Concierge can help modify your hotel reservations and flights if you decide to stay on 
Tickets to local concerts, exhibits, theater, sporting events, and more 

 
Take advantage of this free, start-to-finish service by making your requests prior to your journey or during your
journey. We are one of the only companies to offer this level of service! Call 1-888-982-6824 or email
Concierge@vantagetravel.com to speak to a Concierge today, or simply log into My Portfolio up to two weeks

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ECM25
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prior to departure.During your journey, your onboard Destination Manager can assist with any special requests
such as spa reservations, hotel reservations, and more.  
 
  

SOLO TRAVEL HIGHLIGHTS  
On this small ship ocean cruise, independent travelers will enjoy
solo-friendly features, such as:

Onboard Destination Manager to personalize your expedition 
Water-sport opportunities, depending on the location 
A lively social media night and musical performances most nights 
Solo-friendly social activities, including a Solo Connection mixer 
Onboard entertainment, lectures, and cooking demonstrations 

Health and wellness options, including onboard spa, jacuzzis, and a gym 
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MONTREAL TO CHICAGO

DAY 1: Arrive in Montréal, Canada
InterContinental Montreal or similar

DAY 2: Enjoy Montréal at your leisure
InterContinental Montreal or similar

DAY 3: Discover Montréal’s highlights
and embark the Ocean Explorer
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 4: Relax on board with a day at sea
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 5: Tour Kingston by coach
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 6: Enjoy a panoramic tour of Toronto
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 7: Sail into the mists of Niagara Falls
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 8: Tour Cleveland’s iconic sites,
including the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 9: Discover Detroit’s Henry Ford
Museum
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 10: Spend a day on Lake Huron
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 11: Encounter Ojibwe tradition and a
powwow on Manitoulin Island
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 12: Choose your own adventure in
Sault Ste. Marie
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 13: Step back in time on car-free
Mackinac Island
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 14: Sail along scenic Lake Michigan
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 15: Disembark the Ocean Explorer
and tour Chicago’s highlights
Hilton Palmer House or similar

DAY 16: Enjoy Chicago at your leisure
Hilton Palmer House or similar

DAY 17: Board a return flight home

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ECM25
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DAY 1: Arrive in Montréal, Canada

Arrive in Montréal for the first leg of your Great

Lakes adventure! If you purchased your airfare

from Vantage, you’ll be met at the airport by a

representative who will assist you with your hotel

transfer. Spend the afternoon and evening at

leisure, with time to explore your new

surroundings.

Included meals: Dinner
InterContinental Montreal or similar

DAY 2: Enjoy Montréal at your leisure

You’ll be able to explore more of Montréal on

your own today. The city’s eclectic mix of

stunning heritage architecture and impressive

skyscrapers make for captivating sightseeing.

You can visit the award-winning Canadian

Centre for Architecture (CCA) to gain insight into

the city’s architecture and learn about its role in

shaping contemporary society.

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Enjoy a uniquely Canadian experience when you

visit a traditional sugar shack. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast  & lunch
InterContinental Montreal or similar

DAY 3: Discover Montréal’s highlights and embark
the Ocean Explorer

Set out to explore this remarkable city, situated
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on an island in the St. Lawrence River. This

UNESCO City of Design (one of only a few in the

world), is home to more than 50 national historic

sites, and it boasts a lively downtown arts and

cultural scene. View many of its gems, including

historic Old Montréal’s stunning architecture, and

the magnificent neo-Gothic Notre Dame Basilica,

one of the crown jewels in Québec's rich religious

heritage.

This afternoon, embark the 5-star Ocean

Explorer to take advantage of all its amenities,

including ongoing educational and interesting

lectures. As we depart, you'll be treated to some

scenic views of the St. Lawrence River, island of

Montréal, and Mont Royal in the distance.

Included Feature:

Highlights tour of Montréal•
Included meals: Breakfast & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 4: Relax on board with a day at sea

Today you will spend the day at sea, enjoying all

of the Deluxe amenities Vantage has to offer.

Relax with your favorite movie or book, rest up,

and take in sweeping vistas as you sail to your

next destination.

Onboard Enhancement: Customize your journey

when you add an optional onboard experience.

Enhance your time on board with one of our

Vantage-exclusive activities, including wine and

whiskey tastings, a multicourse Chef’s Table

Dinner, or an exclusive wine-pairing dinner.

Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 5: Tour Kingston by coach

Today we'll explore Kingston, known as the

"Limestone City" for its historic architecture and

charm. You'll experience this city in the best way,

via a hop-on/hop-off narrated coach tour. The

included stops will offer a look at all of the city's

most well-known visitor destinations, including

the Canadian Penitentiary Museum, Queen’s

University's Agnes Etherington Art Centre,

Pumphouse Museum, Bellevue House, Kingston

City Hall, and Market Square. Later we'll visit the

downtown shopping area for a brief stroll and

finish our tour at Fort Henry. Fort Henry is a 19th

century British military base complete with period

equipment, museum, and even garrison parades.

There will be an interactive tour and lunch at the

fort before returning to the ship.

Included Features:

Coach tour of Kingston•

Guided tour of Fort Henry•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 6: Enjoy a panoramic tour of Toronto

After breakfast, a panoramic tour of Toronto

ensures you’ll see this wonderful metropolis and

its skyline in full view. We’ll drive by Toronto City

Hall, the Eaton Center, and more, before visiting

the pedestrian-only Distillery Historic District,

then drive by the Hockey Hall of Fame.

Included Feature:

Half-day panoramic tour of Toronto•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 7: Sail into the mists of Niagara Falls

Excitement prevails today as we disembark in

Port Colborne on the southern end of the

Welland Canal and drive along the Niagara River

for dramatic views of Horseshoe Falls. Here,
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you’ll board the iconic Hornblower “Voyage to the

Falls” for a cruise past the American and Bridal

Veil Falls before heading into the misty spray of

Niagara’s thunderous Horseshoe.

Included Feature:

Niagara Falls visit and Hornblower “Voyage of

the Falls” cruise to Horseshoe Falls

•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Enjoy lunch and a wine tasting in the Niagara

Wine Region. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 8: Tour Cleveland’s iconic sites, including the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame

Depart for a charming coach tour of Cleveland,

nestled along the banks of Lake Erie. Depending

on the day of the week, our stops may include

the stately Museum of Art, the Tiffany-designed

Wade Chapel at Lakeview Cemetery, and the

bustling West Side Market, where hundreds of

vendors hawk everything from fresh seafood to

flowers. You'll also have the opportunity to visit

the iconic Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, spanning

generations of incredible music history displayed

in interactive, audibly-pleasing exhibits.

Included Feature:

Half-day coach tour of Cleveland•

Visit the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame•

Please note: Some groups will experience

today’s itinerary in reverse order. However, both

groups will enjoy the same number of features.
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 9: Discover Detroit’s Henry Ford Museum

Sailing from Lake Erie to Lake Huron, we’ll find

ourselves in Detroit, Michigan. Peruse artifacts

from American history during a self-guided tour

of the Henry Ford Museum, home to the

limousine that carried President John F. Kennedy

on that fateful day in Texas, the bus in which

Rosa Parks stood her ground and sparked the

Civil Rights Movement, and the chair Abraham

Lincoln was sitting in when he was assassinated.

Tonight, enjoy dinner and a Motown performance

on board as we set sail for Lake Huron.

Included Feature:

Henry Ford Museum visit•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Explore the extensive art collection at the

renowned Detroit Institute of Arts. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 10: Spend a day on Lake Huron

Spend the day enjoying incredible views of Lake

Huron. The second largest of the Great Lakes,

Lake Huron features more 30,000 islands and

boasts more shoreline than any of the other

Great Lakes. Head to the sun deck with a

cocktail and a good book or with a good camera

for some excellent photo opportunities.

Included Feature:

Scenic cruising around Lake Huron•

Onboard Enhancement: Customize your journey

when you add an optional onboard experience.

Enhance your time on board with one of our

Vantage-exclusive activities, including wine and

whiskey tastings, a multicourse Chef’s Table

Dinner, or an exclusive wine-pairing dinner.

Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >
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DAY 11: Encounter Ojibwe tradition and a
powwow on Manitoulin Island

Keep your cameras ready as we cruise through

the rugged beauty of UNESCO-listed Georgian

Bay, sometimes called the sixth Great Lake. Our

destination is Manitoulin Island, the world’s

largest freshwater island and home of the Ojibwe

tribe. With native and non-native communities

coexisting like nowhere else on the continent,

Manitoulin has a history as colorful and diverse

as any in Canada. Docking at Little Current,

you’ll explore the area’s rich native and nautical

history and discover how the beliefs and customs

of the Ojibwe intertwine with Catholicism during a

visit to the Immaculate Conception Church.

Included Feature:

Explore Manitoulin Island and visit the

Immaculate Conception Church

•

Cultural Discovery:

Experience a traditional smudging ceremony

and powwow at the Ojibwe Cultural Foundation

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 12: Choose your own adventure in Sault Ste.
Marie

Today, we’ll transit the Soo Locks from Lake

Huron into Lake Superior at Sault Ste. Marie,

Michigan. Located at the mouth of the St. Mary's

River, these four parallel locks — MacArthur

(constructed in 1943), Poe (1895), Davis (1914),

and Sabin (1919) — pass an impressive 10,000

ships each year.

After docking, you’ll have your choice of

adventures and attractions on the U.S. side of

the locks: a hop-on/hop-off tour, Valley Camp

Museum, River of History Museum, Das Gift

Haus, Historic Water St. Homes, and the Soo

Locks.

Included Feature:

Choice of tours in Sault Ste. Marie: Visit the

Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre or the

Museum Camp Valley Ship

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 13: Step back in time on car-free Mackinac
Island

We’ll anchor just offshore and tender into

Mackinac Island today. With its Revolutionary-

era heritage and car-free streets, arriving on the

island feels like a true step back in time! Revel in

the feel of simpler times with a horse-drawn

carriage ride through town. Spend the rest of the

afternoon exploring the village on your own

before returning to the ship.

Included Feature:

Narrated horse-drawn carriage tour of

Mackinac Island

•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Enjoy lunch at the historic Grand Hotel and tour

Fort Mackinac. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 14: Sail along scenic Lake Michigan

The only Great Lake located entirely within the

United States, Lake Michigan has a surface area

of more than 22,000 square miles, making it the

fifth largest lake in the world. The name Michigan

is believed to come from the native Ojibwe

word mishigami, which translates to “great

water.” After a scenic day of cruising, we’ll gather

for a festive Farewell Reception, followed by

Dinner.
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Included Feature:

Scenic day of cruising on Lake Michigan•

Onboard Enhancement: Customize your journey

when you add an optional onboard experience.

Enhance your time on board with one of our

Vantage-exclusive activities, including wine and

whiskey tastings, a multicourse Chef’s Table

Dinner, or an exclusive wine-pairing dinner.

Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 15: Disembark the Ocean Explorer and tour
Chicago’s highlights

Following breakfast this morning, you’ll

disembark the Ocean Explorer and head out on a

on a panoramic tour of Chicago. Take in the

highlights of this cultural capital, including its

magnificent architecture. The remainder of the

day is at your leisure to enjoy as you wish.

Included Feature:

Chicago highlights tour•
Included meals: Breakfast
Hilton Palmer House or similar

DAY 16: Enjoy Chicago at your leisure

Following breakfast at your hotel this morning,

you’ll have a full day at leisure to explore

Chicago on your own.

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Enjoy an optional boat tour of Chicago’s iconic

skyline and savor traditional deep-dish pizza.

Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast & dinner
Hilton Palmer House or similar

DAY 17: Board a return flight home

After breakfast at the hotel this morning, check

out of the hotel and transfer to the airport for your

flight home.

Included meals: Breakfast

Please Note: Ocean cruising is not the same

experience as river cruising; as such, you may

experience fluctuating tides and weather patterns that

may involve some rocking of your vessel. Itineraries will

include all activities as planned except in extreme cases

that can’t be controlled by your shipboard crew. Day-by-

day itineraries are preliminary and therefore subject to

change. If changes occur while on tour, you will be

notified by your Cruise Director or regional expert.

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ECM25

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-small-ship-cruises/north-america-small-ship-cruise/ecmxx/2025
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Ocean Explorer  
Quick facts 

Launch: 2021 

Length: 104.4 Meters 

Max Capacity: 162 guests — 134 for polar expeditions 

Cabins: 77, including a landmark 15 solo cabins — 80% of all cabins feature a private veranda

The intimate Ocean Explorer and Ocean Odyssey are the cruise industry’s newest and most premier

small ships built for global expedition travel, and ready to go to some of the world’s most far-reaching

destinations. Accommodating just 134 guests, the ship is outfitted with the latest satellite,

sustainability, and navigation capabilities, including SOLAS “Safe Return to Port” requirements and

ULSTEIN X-BOW® technology, a significant enhancement for smooth sailing in polar seas. 

On all Vantage expedition cruises, education is an essential component of the journey. Enjoy talks

from notable scholars, onboard historians who travel alongside you, and handpicked regional experts.

On polar expeditions with Vantage, you’ll attend lectures, lessons, and activities offered by a 17-

member Expedition Team of experts in fields ranging from biology to oceanography.

In your downtime, you’ll find relaxation and luxury aboard the Ocean Explorer and Ocean Odyssey.

Visit the gym or onboard spa for a facial, massage, even a haircut. Soak in the hot tub after a

rewarding day of sightseeing. Enjoy gourmet fare for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, plus outstanding

culinary experiences built into your journey. And because there’s no more than 134 fellow travelers

on expedition cruises, you’ll enjoy small group outings by day and share meals, stories, and fun with

new friends by night. These fabulous expedition vessels offer: 

77 cabins, including a landmark 15 solo cabins 

30 triple-ready cabins available 

Vantage offers FREE roommate-matching services if you'd like to be paired while you travel 

ACCOMMODATIONS

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ECM25

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-small-ship-cruises/north-america-small-ship-cruise/ecmxx/2025
~/link.aspx?_id=395E2D1038E54CBD904A6C1A9E90609C&_z=z


•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Spacious, all outside-facing cabins 

134-guest capacity 

Zodiac trips to get as close as possible to nature 

The latest satellite and navigation capabilities, including ULSTEIN X-BOW® technology 

Intimate crew-to-passenger ration, plus onboard Destination Manager 

Environmentally friendly standards with reduced emissions into air and sea and lower energy

consumption 
 

Amenities:

A culinary program offering gourmet dining and regional fare, with wine and beer included at dinner 

Hot-rock cooking restaurant 

Multistory lounge and lobby 

Three bars and various lounges 

Top deck observation deck for gatherings, lecturers, performances, and more 

Spa, massage, and hair services available at the onboard spa 

Sauna 

Two hot tubs 

Fitness center 

Curated lectures, programs, musical performances, and cultural events 

Low passenger-to-crew ratio, plus onboard Destination Manager (not available on expeditions) 

On expeditions, enjoy the services and curated lectures of a 5- or 17-person Expedition Team,

comprised of experts in their field 

Knowledgeable staff by region; expedition cruises will be led by an experienced Expedition Team 

Onboard medical doctor (travelers are responsible for medical fees associated with doctor visit and

medications) 

Gift Shop 

Library with over 200 titles 

Separate, intimate dining space for groups or special events (available upon request) 

Complimentary unlimited WiFi (WiFi on certain segments of trips may not be available) 

20+ live TV channels featuring popular US news channels, the Food Network, the Travel Channel,

and National Geographic 

Entertainment and video on demand for 250 classic movies 
 
Ocean Explorer Gallery

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ECM25

https://www.vantagetravel.com/explorer
https://www.vantagetravel.com/explorer
https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-small-ship-cruises/north-america-small-ship-cruise/ecmxx/2025


Le Centre Sheraton Montréal
Hotel ★★★★
Le Centre Sheraton Montreal is a vibrant hotel, with
thoughtful amenities and a bustling downtown
location near the Bell Centre. You’ll be just steps
away from St. Catherine Street and close to
attractions such as The Underground City and The
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. Onsite amenities
include an indoor pool, fitness center, spa, and hair
salon. In-room amenities include flat screen
television, coffeemaker, mini-refrigerator, lighted
makeup mirror, hair dryer, and room service.

Hilton Palmer House ★★★★
An icon of downtown Chicago for over 150 years,
the Palmer House sits at the heart of the Theater
District. Located two blocks from the Art Institute of
Chicago and Millennium Park. State Street shops
are just outside the door. Sip a cocktail in the famed
lobby and bite into a brownie at the hotel where it
was invented. Enjoy the fitness center, spa, and
renovated pool.

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ECM25
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