
 
COASTAL EXPLORATIONS: CANADA

& NEW ENGLAND
 

Boston • 10-night small ship cruise with Bar Harbor, Lunenberg, Halifax, Pictou,
Charlottetown, Îles de la Madeleine, Gaspé/Percé, Québec • Montréal

 
This sensational journey into Canada kicks off in Boston, where the superlative backdrop to the city’s
colonial charm, setting the stage for your introduction to famous New England enclaves like
Cambridge, historic Lexington and Concord.
 
Cruise to the maritime province of Prince Edward Island, memorialized in splendid fashion in Anne of
Green Gables. Get inside this beloved series on a tour of Cavendish Bay and Prince Edward Island
National Park. Discover classic Nova Scotia in rugged Peggy’s Cove and in Pictou, with its period
homes, Scottish history, and relaxed seaside lifestyle. Make landfall on the Magdalen Islands in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence, a stunning archipelago home to a classic coastal culture. And get to know the
French-influenced cultural capitals of Québec and Montréal.
 
With 18 included features and Cultural Discoveries, you’ll savor the northern Atlantic’s most illustrious
bounty — lobster! — in Prince Edward Island and meet a lobster fisherman in Peggy’s Cove, visit a local
smokehouse in the Magdalen Islands, and more, all while gaining insights from talks by a Resident
Lecturer and onboard performances. Plus, the small size of our ship will allow for berthing in most port
cities, with minimal tendering where you will be required to have the physical agility to maneuver
getting on and off of tenders.
 
The luxurious amenities of the Ocean Explorer will bring unrivaled comfort to your journey. Traveling
on your own? Enjoy one of the landmark 15 cabins designed for solo travelers. Indulge in a spa
treatment. Watch the beauty unfold from the Observation Lounge or from the sun deck. All while
enjoying the finest meals at sea and relying on our onboard Concierge to give your unforgettable
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voyage a more personal touch.
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JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
OCEAN EXPLORER CRUISING

Discover New England and Canada
aboard the Ocean Explorer, an agile 5-
star vessel that can navigate to places
larger ships can’t

RESIDENT LECTURER

Gain a deeper understanding of culture
and world history through the insights
of an expert Resident Lecturer

MONTRÉAL

Explore the remarkable architecture and
rich culture of Montréal, the largest
French-speaking city in the world after
Paris

QUÉBEC CITY

Take in the timeless charms and historic
treasures of Québec City’s Old Town, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site

PEGGY’S COVE

Visit the picturesque fishing village,
rocky coastline, and lighthouse of
Peggy's Cove

GREEN GABLES HERITAGE PLACE

Visit Prince Edward Island National
Park, home of tranquil Cavendish and
the idyllic farmstead that inspired L. M.
Montgomery’s literary classic
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MAGDALEN ISLANDS

Explore the tiny, charming villages and
dramatic red sandstone cliffs of the
Magdalen Islands
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YOUR PRICE INCLUDES

Purchase your airfare from Vantage and your

airport transfers, fuel surcharges, and government

taxes and fees are included

•

Accommodations: 14 nights, with 10 nights on board

the Ocean Explorer, 2 nights in Boston at the Westin

Copley Place, and 2 nights in Montréal at

the Intercontinental Montréal

•

Small-group escorted shore excursions with

English-speaking local guides

•

Gratuities for local guides & drivers•

16 included features and Cultural Discoveries with

state-of-the-art QuietVox portable audio headsets on

all shore excursions throughout your journey

•

37 meals: 14 breakfasts, 11 lunches, and 12 dinners,

with complimentary wine, beer, and soft drinks during

dinner on board

•

The services of a Cruise Director,Program•

Manager, and expert Guest lecturer, plus regional

experts and private motorcoach or shuttles for

excursions

Complimentary Destination Manager on board ship

to assist with all your personal requests

•

All transportation on included excursions•

2 UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Montréal,

UNESCO City of Design; Historic District of Old

Québec

•

All transfers and baggage handling

overseas, beginning with your first hotel

•

Vantage's 5% Travel Reward, received upon your

return, to use toward your next Vantage journey

•
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NATURE HIGHLIGHTS The soul-stirring beauty of eastern
Canada and New England greets you at every turn as you cruise
along shores popping with spring foliage etched with a dramatic
rocky shoreline and teeming with bird and marine life. Here’s how
you’ll experience it up close: 

Marvel at Montmorency Falls, a roaring and scenic cascade that
feeds the St. Lawrence 
View the breathtaking coast of the Gaspé Peninsula and its
centerpiece — the massive Percé Rock — looming like a hulking
ship and part of a UNESCO Global Geopark  

Walk the Dune du Sud on Îles de la Madeleine, a scenic beach overlooked by stunning red sandstone cliffs 
Witness the green fields, red earth, and white-sand beaches of Prince Edward Island 
Gaze upon the spectacular natural wonders of Acadia National Park, a breathtaking canvas of coastal,
mountain, and forest beauty 

  
 
  

ART & CULTURE HIGHLIGHTS  
A long and storied history of arts and culture await during this
enriching itinerary.

Experience the French flavors that infuse Québec City, Montréal,
and Canada’s small coastal towns 
Explore the former fishing village of Percé, steeped in a maritime
past 
Step into the delightful world of Anne of Green Gables during a
visit to the Prince Edward Island house that inspired its author,
Lucy Maud Montgomery 

Witness the tradition of smoking herring on the Magdalen Islands and even sample some for yourself 
Tap your feet to the music during a local performance 
Explore the gems of Peggy’s Cove, a lovely maritime village on St. Margaret’s Bay. Wander the town’s colorful
homes, eclectic waterfront district, and iconic lighthouse 
Enjoy visits to some of eastern Canada’s most renowned art institutions, including the Atelier Côtier in the
Magdalen Islands  
View the outside of the historic homes of legendary authors Nathaniel Hawthorne, Louisa May Alcott, and
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
  

SPECIAL INTEREST

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ESB24

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-small-ship-cruises/north-america-small-ship-cruise/esbxx/2024


•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

  
UNESCO & HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS  
Discover some of the most significant cultural and historic
treasures in the world throughout your cruise.

Visit 2 UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Montréal, UNESCO City
of Design; Historic District of Old Québec 
Stroll among the stunning stone architecture of Montreal’s Old
Town 
Step into Québec City’s rich past in the Place Royale and on the
Plains of Abraham 
Explore former fishing villages on the stunning Gaspé Peninsula,

tranquil Magdalen Islands, and serene Prince Edward Island 
Learn about the industrial and seafaring heritage of Pictou, Nova Scotia when you visit the Nova Scotia
Museum of Industry and the Hector Heritage Quay Interpretive Centre 
Tour sites pivotal to the Revolutionary War in Boston, Lexington, and Concord 

 
  
 
  

PHOTOGRAPHY HIGHLIGHTS North America never looked so
good on this journey, so preserve your memories with
photography. Here’s a few tips, tricks, and a few must-capture
destinations to prepare you for this journey:

Think like a photojournalist by taking pictures that tell a story
and not merely depict a place. Be sure to chronicle your awe-
inspiring visits to Montréal, the Gaspé Peninsula, Prince Edward
Island, Acadia National Park, and more 
While it’s tempting to capture every dramatic vista of this region,
don’t forget to zoom in closer to capture the authentic feel of a

place, such as the small — and easily overlooked — details  
Use your surroundings. Instead of edging out other tourists from your photos, utilize them to enhance the
scene. Try tilting the camera at your target, including tourists and the real scene in the background or
forefront, and the image is instantly more intriguing than a generic snapshot  
Pursue quirky composition — shooting off-center makes for a more artsy, unique shot 

  
 
  
BIRDWATCHING HIGHLIGHTS You’ll encounter diverse ecosystems throughout your expedition, each
supporting an enormous variety of bird species. Have your binoculars (included in your cabin) and your cameras
ready to catch the action!

Encounter some of the 200 or more species that reside in the Percé UNESCO Global Geopark, from puffins to
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razorbills and more!  
As you cruise the St. Lawrence River, keep watch for osprey
soaring above in search of fish 
Look for the great cormorant along the rocky coastlines of the
Gaspé Peninsula and Maine 

  

 
  

CULINARY
HIGHLIGHTS Few
things reveal as much
about a culture and its
people as the food
they eat. This journey
reveals eastern
Canada’s strong
culinary ties to the sea
and to its French

heritage. Here are some of the many ways you will indulge in its many flavors: 
Hear all you need to know about lobsters from a local lobsterman in Peggy's Cove 
Learn how herring has been smoked for generations in the Magdalen Islands and have a taste of this
traditional preparation 
As you explore Montréal on your own, stop to sample one of its renowned — and indulgent — dishes: poutine
, French fries covered in pork gravy and cheese curds  

  
 
  

ACTIVE HIGHLIGHTS This rustic journey through the Canadian
Maritimes will expose you to some of the most resplendent natural
wonders in North America, as well as offer you opportunities for
exploration and activity. Here’s how:

Enjoy time to explore the region’s cosmopolitan cities on your
own (time permitting) during active walks in Montréal, Québec
City, Halifax, Lunenburg, and Boston 
Explore Prince Edward Island National Park, a spectacular

enclave of red and white sand beaches, woodlands, salt marshes, and rugged headlands 
In Charlottetown, follow a trail through the historic streets the delegates walked when they gathered for the
conference that led to the Confederation of Canada 
Explore the charms of coastal towns and villages like Gaspé, Pictou, and Bar Harbor on foot 
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SMALL SHIP CRUISING HIGHLIGHTS  
Our 5-star fleet offers an authentic sailing experience to make your
journey unforgettable. While onboard, indulge in a relaxing
massage at the spa, or try hot-rock cooking at the onboard
restaurant. Then, disembark for an eye-opening visit to a local
winery or a walking tour of some of the world’s most iconic cities
and undiscovered gems. All the while, enjoy these world-class ship
amenities:

77 cabins, including a landmark 15 solo cabins, most of which
have full walk-out balconies, for the most flexible style of travel

— plus, suites designed for comfortable triple-occupancy as well as adjoining room options 
A culinary program offering gourmet dining incorporating regional fare, with wine and beer included at dinner 
Spa, massage, and hair services available at the onboard spa 
Sauna 
Two hot tubs 
Fitness center 
Curated lectures, programs, musical performances, and cultural events 
Low passenger-to-crew ratio, plus onboard Destination Manager 
Knowledgeable staff by region 
Onboard medical doctor (travelers are responsible for medical fees associated with doctor visit and
medications) 
Gift Shop 
Library with over 200 titles 
Separate, intimate dining space for groups or special events (available upon request) 
Complimentary unlimited WiFi (WiFi on certain segments of trips may not be available) 
Entertainment programming with 100 movie titles 
Environmentally friendly standards with reduced emissions into air and sea and lower energy consumption 
Dynamic positioning technology 
State-of-the-art safety technology, Polar Code 6 compliant, and fully compliant with the latest SOLAS
requirements in expedition cruising 
Rolls-Royce stabilizer system; “Safe Return to Port” technology 

 
 
  
 
  
SOLO TRAVEL HIGHLIGHTS  
On this small ship ocean cruise, independent travelers will enjoy solo-friendly features, such as:

Onboard Destination Manager to personalize your expedition 
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Water-sport opportunities, depending on the location 
A lively social media night and musical performances most nights 
Solo-friendly social activities, including a Solo Connection mixer 
Onboard entertainment, lectures, and cooking demonstrations 
Health and wellness options, including onboard spa, jacuzzis, and
a gym 

  

 
  

CONCIERGE SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS  
Prior to your expedition cruise, our complimentary Concierge
service will be available to help you customize your journey. Here
are just a few services your Concierge can provide:

Do you have a special birthday, anniversary, family reunion or
other important event you want to celebrate on board? Let your
Concierge know and he or she can make all the special
arrangements, whether it’s a private reception in your suite, a

gathering in the lounge, and more 
Restaurant reservations. Just notify your Concierge of your interests, and he or she will be happy to make
recommendations, and will call ahead to reserve your table 
Special excursions. Would you like a limo to take you for a special night in the city? Perhaps you’d like to look
up long-lost relatives. Your Concierge is here to help! 
Extend your stay! Your Concierge can help modify your hotel reservations and flights if you decide to stay on 
Tickets to local concerts, exhibits, theater, sporting events, and more 

 
Take advantage of this free, start-to-finish service by making your requests prior to your journey or during your
journey. We are one of the only companies to offer this level of service! Call 1-888-982-6824 or email
Concierge@vantagetravel.com to speak to a Concierge today, or simply log into My Portfolio up to two weeks
prior to departure.During your journey, your onboard Destination Manager can assist with any special requests
such as spa reservations, hotel reservations, and more.  
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BOSTON TO MONTREAL

DAY 1: Depart for Boston, Massachusetts
The Westin Copley Place Boston or
similar

DAY 2: Uncover layers of history in
Boston
The Westin Copley Place Boston or
similar

DAY 3: Visit historic Lexington and
Concord and embark the Ocean
Explorer
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 4: Full day Portland and
Kennebunkport Tour
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 5: Explore the preserved British
colony of Lunenburg
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 6: Visit historic Halifax and the iconic
Peggy’s Cove
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 7: Delve into the Scottish past of
Pictou, Nova Scotia
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 8: Witness Charlottetown’s rustic
charms
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 9: Discover culture and heritage in
the Magdalen Islands
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 10: Encounter the coastal beauty of
Gaspé
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 11: Cruise the St. Lawrence and stop
in Baie-Comeau
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 12: Uncover Québec City’s French
heritage
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 13: Disembark the Ocean Explorer
and explore Montréal, a UNESCO-
listed City of Design
InterContinental Montreal or similar

DAY 14: Explore Montreal as you please
InterContinental Montreal or similar

DAY 15: Return home
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DAY 1: Depart for Boston, Massachusetts

Fly to Boston, New England’s sophisticated

center of culture. Upon arrival, check into your

hotel at the heart of the Back Bay neighborhood

and enjoy the city at your leisure, perhaps

browsing the many shops along Newbury Street.

Tonight, meet your fellow travelers at a Welcome

Dinner.

Included meals: Dinner
The Westin Copley Place Boston or similar

DAY 2: Uncover layers of history in Boston

Birthplace of its nation, Boston is steeped in

American history. You’ll head out to see its major

sites — Back Bay with the lovely Trinity Church

and the Boston Public Library; the Public Garden

and Boston Common; and the historic brick-lined

lanes of Beacon Hill. After time to browse the

Italian North End and its renowned Old North

Church from where Paul Revere hung the tell-

tale lanterns, cross Charles River to Cambridge

for a stroll through Harvard Yard. Your afternoon

is free to explore on your own.

Included Feature:

Highlights tour of Boston and Cambridge•
Included meals: Breakfast
The Westin Copley Place Boston or similar

DAY 3: Visit historic Lexington and Concord and
embark the Ocean Explorer

Follow the trail of the nation’s first patriots during

a morning tour to Lexington and Concord and

learn how these former farming communities

played a pivotal role in the early days of the

American Revolution. Visit Lexington Green,

where Paul Revere made his midnight ride to
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warn the minutemen that the British were coming

and where the “shot heard ‘round the world” was

fired. Stop at the Old North Bridge, and then get

a glimpse of the region’s literary past when you

view the outside of the homes of Nathaniel

Hawthorne, Louisa May Alcott, and Ralph Waldo

Emerson.

This afternoon, you'll embark the Ocean Explorer

and your small ship ocean cruise will official

begin! Settle in and start to discover the breadth

of amenities onboard — including the gym, the

spa, the hot-rock cooking restaurant, the full

service hair salon — and so much more! Visit the

worldwide Destination Manager desk to secure

onshore excursions, plan a group dinner, or for

whatever else you may need assistance with.

And that’s not all — the size of our ship will allow

us to berth in most port cities, giving you

unparalleled access to your destinations (please

keep in mind that tendering will be required in

some ports). As you cruise out of Boston Harbor,

you’ll pass the Harbor Islands, preserved nature

retreats where many city dwellers go to unplug.

In the dining room, savor a special Captain’s

Welcome Dinner.

Included Feature:

Historical tour of Lexington and Concord•

Scenic Sailing:

Bid farewell to the gorgeous Boston skyline

and sail past the Boston Harbor Islands on

your way to your next exciting destination

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 4: Full day Portland and Kennebunkport
Tour

This morning you'll call on the historic city of

Portland, Maine. Known for its long history as a

strategic New England shipping hub, the city

brims with maritime culture, great restaurants,

classic architecture, and a warm culture. You'll

embark on a full-day scenic tour of Portland and

the surrounding area including stops at its

famous lighthouse, and the town of

Kennebunkport. Lunch money will be provided

for you to eat on your own while exploring

Kennebunkport, and in the early afternoon we

will head back to Portland.

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 5: Explore the preserved British colony of
Lunenburg

A historic gem of Nova Scotia, the UNESCO

World Heritage Site of Lunenburg’s historic

district boasts the layout and appearance of its

original British colonial settlement. Today’s

excursion begins by tendering from the ship into

Lunenberg with the use of local tenders to your

excursion. A drive around the Lunenburg

Harbour allows for a lovely photo stop to capture

the colorful town before heading to Mahone Bay.

This charming waterfront town of shops and

galleries is known for the iconic Three Churches

whose images reflect in the bay. Then, return to

Lunenburg for a walking tour through the Old

Town. Soak in its unique architectural character;

40 buildings here are on Canada’s Register of

Historic Places, including St. John’s Anglican

Church, a stunning example of Carpenter Gothic.

Then, learn about the history of the cod industry

at the Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic.

Following your tour, you'll have free time to

explore and return to the ship at your leisure.

Included Feature:

Historical tour of Lunenburg and Mahone Bay•
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Scenic Sailing:

Soak up the exquisite views of the UNESCO-

designated Lunenburg, admiring the colorful,

Colonial-era houses against the backdrop of

the blue waters

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 6: Visit historic Halifax and the iconic
Peggy’s Cove

Start your day with a photo stop on top of Citadel

Hill, which is majestically set upon an expansive

hill overlooking the city. The Halifax Citadel is a

must-see stop on and itinerary when visiting

Halifax. Explore Halifax Citadel’s grounds and

meticulously recreated period rooms, including

the barracks, tailor shop and school. Finally, see

wooded coastal views along the Lighthouse

Route on your narrated drive to Peggy's Cove

and enjoy a lobster demonstration with a local

fisherman. You’ll see the lighthouse and have

time to explore at leisure after enjoying lunch at

the Sou’Wester.

Included Feature:

Halifax tour, including Peggy's Cove•

Cultural Discovery:

Lobster demonstration with a local fisherman•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 7: Delve into the Scottish past of Pictou,
Nova Scotia

This morning, your small ship moors in the tiny

village of Pictou, an old industry town founded by

Scottish immigrants in the 18th century. A visit to

the Nova Scotia Museum of Industry reveals the

area’s rich past. Do some hands-on learning at

the museum’s interactive exhibits in the rigging

shop and carpentry shop. Stop by the Hector

Heritage Quay Interpretive Center to view a

replica of the Hector ship, which brought 189

Scottish immigrants to Pictou in 1773. After,

there’ll be free time to explore on your own; the

Hector is just a three-minute walk from our

mooring.

You'll be enthralled during an onboard lecture

today. Then, get into the rhythm during an

evening of local entertainment.

Included Feature:

Industries of Nova Scotia tour•

Cultural Discovery:

Scottish culture and history presentation•

Scenic Sailing:

Discover more of the splendor of Nova Scotia

today with its beautifully rugged landscape and

picturesque lighthouses

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 8: Witness Charlottetown’s rustic charms

Prince Edward Island (PEI), Canada's tiniest and

most charming province, is famous for its green

fields, red earth, and white-sand beaches. In

historic Charlottetown, you’ll follow a trail through

the same historic streets the delegates walked

when they gathered in 1864 for the conference

that led to the Confederation of Canada. Then,

drive along the North Shore to the lovely coastal

village of North Rustico. Continue to Prince

Edward Island National Park, home to Cavendish

Beach and the farmstead that inspired L. M.

Montgomery’s beloved Anne of Green Gables. In

Rustico Harbor, learn about the PEI fishery and

savor a bountiful lobster lunch. Stimulate your

mind and your curiosity during an onboard
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lecture this afternoon.

Please note: While some sights in

Charlottetown may not open daily and others

are only open seasonally, we will make every

effort to visit all important sights during your

tour.

Included Feature:

Full-day tour of Charlottetown and Prince

Edward Island National Park with lobster lunch

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 9: Discover culture and heritage in the
Magdalen Islands

Arrive this morning in the Magdalen Islands, les

Îles de la Madeleine, a pristine archipelago of red

cliffs and dunes in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

Learn about their culture and heritage, passing

through Havre aux Maisons, Cap aux Meules,

and other charming villages to view traditional,

brightly colored houses and barns of French,

Acadian, and New England influence. Stop by

the Fumoir d’Antan, where you witness the

enduring tradition of smoking herring. You can

even have a sample if you wish. At the Dune du

Sud, walk a scenic beach overlooked by

dramatic red sandstone cliffs. Conclude your

rewarding tour in La Grave, a picturesque fishing

and yachting harbor. This haven for artists and

craftspeople is dripping with maritime flavor.

You’ll stop by the Atelier Côtier, where local sand

from the beaches is transformed into remarkable

sculptures.

After lunch, take advantage of your shipboard

amenities, perhaps relaxing or enjoying a cocktail

on deck.

Please note: While some sights in the Magdalen

Islands may not open daily and others are only

open seasonally, we will make every effort to visit

all important sights during your tour.

Tour buses can be quite scarce on the island and

often not available during our visits. If this is the

case, a school bus will be used for transportation

instead.

Vantage Exclusive:

Heritage tour of the Magdalen Islands•

Cultural Discoveries:

Visit a traditional smokehouse and sample

smoked herring

•

Learn how local sand sculptures are made at

Atelier Côtier

•

Scenic Sailing:

Today, enjoy dramatic views of the coastline,

admiring the white sandy beaches and tall red

sandstone cliffs

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 10: Encounter the coastal beauty of Gaspé

Enjoy a detailed city tour of Gaspe where you'll

visit the Gaspe Museum, known for its stunningly

bold architecture and cutting edge design. You'll

also get a chance to see the Cartier monument,

a famous National Historic Site composed of six

cast-iron stelae in shapes that recall the flat

pebbles of the Gaspé Peninsula beaches, the

mountainous profile of Forillon National Park of

Canada and the standing stones of Brittany. Your

tour concludes with a trip to Christ the King

Cathedral, made out of wood, and one of the first

two Catholic houses of worship to be erected in

the early 19th Century. The cathedral may be

closed, however, if there is a ceremony taking
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place inside during the time of our visit.

Please note: While some sights may not open

daily and others are only open seasonally, we

will make every effort to visit all important sights

during your tour.

Tour buses can be quite scarce on the island and

often not available during our visits. If this is the

case, a school bus will be used for transportation

instead.

Vantage Exclusive:

Drive around Gaspé with viewing of Percé

Rock from shore and multimedia experience

•

Scenic Sailing:

Take in all the incredible beauty of the Gaspé

Peninsula, known as the “Cradle of Canada.”

Be sure to bring your camera to capture the

incredible sights of the sharp cliffs, jagged

coastline and stunning mountain vistas

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 11: Cruise the St. Lawrence and stop in Baie-
Comeau

As we cruise, we’ll make a stop in Baie-Comeau,

where our tour will give you an overview of its

history, the grand nature of its landscape, and

the living experience of lumberjacks! Your tour

begins with a photo stop at the magnificent

Havre St. Pancrace lookout (a fjord 600 meters

high!) before continuing to the Glacier Center

and Glacier Garden. Your discoveries continue

with a tour of Baie-Comeau’s heritage area,

including St. Amelia Church. In this cultural hub,

you’ll find souvenir stores, art galleries, fine

restaurants, and a microbrewery. Admire the

magnificent scenery and Champlain Street where

the former Premier of Canada, Brian Mulroney,

spent his childhood.

Later, an onboard lecture provides further insight

to the whales of the Tadoussac area and marine

conservation of the Saint Lawrence.

Please note: As this is a remote area, some

sights may not open daily and others are only

open seasonally, we will make every effort to visit

all important sights during your tour.

Tour buses are not available at this port, so a

school bus will be used for transportation

instead.

Included Feature:

Baie-Comeau tour•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 12: Uncover Québec City’s French heritage

Often called the most French city outside of

France, Québec City is considered a loyal sentry

that guards the province’s unique culture. You’ll

set out today to discover its Upper and Lower

Towns. From the Dufferin Terrace, in the shadow

of the palatial Fairmont Le Château Frontenac,

enjoy sweeping views of the Saint Lawrence and

the surrounding Laurentian Mountains. You’ll

also admire the 17th- and 18th-century stone

architecture of the Place Royale in the Old Town,

home to the oldest Catholic church in North

America. See the Plains of Abraham, where the

French surrendered to the British in 1759, and

gaze upon more impressive vistas from Cap

Diamant. Continue via the shop-lined Grande

Allée to Montmorency Falls — a roaring and

scenic cascade that feeds the Saint Lawrence —

for a photo stop. This afternoon is free to return

to sites that interest you for further exploration.

Included Feature:
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Old Town Québec City tour•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
Ocean Explorer >

DAY 13: Disembark the Ocean Explorer and
explore Montréal, a UNESCO-listed City of
Design

Bid farewell to your ship this morning in Montréal,

then set out to explore this remarkable city

situated on an island in the St. Lawrence River.

This UNESCO City of Design (one of only a few

in the world), is home to more than 50 national

historic sites, and it boasts a lively downtown arts

and cultural scene. View many of its gems,

including historic Old Montréal’s stunning

architecture the magnificent neo-Gothic Notre

Dame Basilica, one of the crown jewels in

Québec's rich religious heritage.

You’ll have a special lunch at Montréal’s sugar

shack, where the dishes typically feature one of

Canada’s biggest exports — maple syrup. After,

check into your hotel. The balance of the day is

free for you to relax, explore, and dine as you

wish.

Please note: Notre Dame Basilica is closed to

visitors on Sundays. If we are unable to visit

during your scheduled tour, you will be given

an admission ticket to return on your own

during your free day in Montréal.

Included Feature:

Half-day Montréal city tour, including the Old

Town and Notre-Dame Basilica

•

Cultural Discovery:

Sugar shack lunch•
Included meals: Breakfast  & lunch
InterContinental Montreal or similar

DAY 14: Explore Montreal as you please

Enjoy the morning and early afternoon at leisure,

exploring Montreal’s rich and engaging culture on

your own. Perhaps you’ll visit the Museum of

Contemporary Arts in the Place des Arts. Browse

the shops in the historic Bonsecours Market. Or

enjoy a relaxing stroll along the riverfront of

Vieux Montreal. 

Tonight, enjoy a festive Farewell Dinner at your

hotel to celebrate the discoveries you’ve made

during your adventure.
Included meals: Breakfast & dinner
InterContinental Montreal or similar

DAY 15: Return home

Transfer to the Montréal airport for your flight

home.

Included meals: Breakfast

Please Note: Ocean cruising is not the same

experience as river cruising; as such, you may

experience fluctuating tides and weather patterns that

may involve some rocking of your vessel. Itineraries will

include all activities as planned except in extreme cases

that can’t be controlled by your shipboard crew. Day-by-

day itineraries are preliminary and therefore subject to

change. If changes occur while on tour, you will be

notified by your Cruise Director or regional expert.

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/ESB24

https://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-small-ship-cruises/north-america-small-ship-cruise/esbxx/2024


•

•

•

 

 

 
Ocean Explorer  
Quick facts 

Launch: 2021 

Length: 104.4 Meters 

Max Capacity: 162 guests — 134 for polar expeditions 

Cabins: 77, including a landmark 15 solo cabins — 80% of all cabins feature a private veranda

The intimate Ocean Explorer and Ocean Odyssey are the cruise industry’s newest and most premier

small ships built for global expedition travel, and ready to go to some of the world’s most far-reaching

destinations. Accommodating just 134 guests, the ship is outfitted with the latest satellite,

sustainability, and navigation capabilities, including SOLAS “Safe Return to Port” requirements and

ULSTEIN X-BOW® technology, a significant enhancement for smooth sailing in polar seas. 

On all Vantage expedition cruises, education is an essential component of the journey. Enjoy talks

from notable scholars, onboard historians who travel alongside you, and handpicked regional experts.

On polar expeditions with Vantage, you’ll attend lectures, lessons, and activities offered by a 17-

member Expedition Team of experts in fields ranging from biology to oceanography.

In your downtime, you’ll find relaxation and luxury aboard the Ocean Explorer and Ocean Odyssey.

Visit the gym or onboard spa for a facial, massage, even a haircut. Soak in the hot tub after a

rewarding day of sightseeing. Enjoy gourmet fare for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, plus outstanding

culinary experiences built into your journey. And because there’s no more than 134 fellow travelers

on expedition cruises, you’ll enjoy small group outings by day and share meals, stories, and fun with

new friends by night. These fabulous expedition vessels offer: 

77 cabins, including a landmark 15 solo cabins 

30 triple-ready cabins available 

Vantage offers FREE roommate-matching services if you'd like to be paired while you travel 

ACCOMMODATIONS
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Spacious, all outside-facing cabins 

134-guest capacity 

Zodiac trips to get as close as possible to nature 

The latest satellite and navigation capabilities, including ULSTEIN X-BOW® technology 

Intimate crew-to-passenger ration, plus onboard Concierge 

Environmentally friendly standards with reduced emissions into air and sea and lower energy

consumption 
 

Amenities:

A culinary program offering gourmet dining and regional fare, with wine and beer included at dinner 

Hot-rock cooking restaurant 

Multistory lounge and lobby 

Three bars and various lounges 

Top deck observation deck for gatherings, lecturers, performances, and more 

Spa, massage, and hair services available at the onboard spa 

Sauna 

Two hot tubs 

Fitness center 

Curated lectures, programs, musical performances, and cultural events 

Low passenger-to-crew ratio, plus onboard Concierge (not available on expeditions) 

On expeditions, enjoy the services and curated lectures of a 5- or 17-person Expedition Team,

comprised of experts in their field 

Knowledgeable staff by region; expedition cruises will be led by an experienced Expedition Team 

Onboard medical doctor (travelers are responsible for medical fees associated with doctor visit and

medications) 

Gift Shop 

Library with over 200 titles 

Separate, intimate dining space for groups or special events (available upon request) 

Complimentary unlimited WiFi (WiFi on certain segments of trips may not be available) 

20+ live TV channels featuring popular US news channels, the Food Network, the Travel Channel,

and National Geographic 

Entertainment and video on demand for 250 classic movies 
 
Ocean Explorer Gallery
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The Westin Copley Place Boston
★★★★★
A downtown location in the celebrated Back Bay
neighborhood makes this upscale hotel the perfect
base from which you can explore Boston. Back Bay
Station and the Boston Public Library are a 4-
minute walk away, while the boutiques and
restaurants of Newbury Street are 0.5 miles from
the hotel. Each spacious room features
contemporary interiors with city or river views, flat-
screen TVs, minibars, and coffee/tea service.
Suites add living areas. Room service is available
24/7. Other amenities include an on-site fitness
studio and spa, and four dining options including a
bar and a Brazilian...

InterContinental Montreal
★★★★★
Located above the World Trade Centre Montréal
and directly connected to the famous Underground
City, the InterContinental Montreal is a 6-minute
walk from Notre-Dame Basilica, along with the
eateries and shops of Old Montréal. Each cozy,
refined room includes free Wi-Fi, a flat-screen TV
and iPod dock, Keurig® coffee machine, hair dryer,
and in-room safe. Stepping out, you’ll find a
restaurant and an absinthe bar, a health center with
an indoor saltwater lap pool, dry sauna, and
massage therapy services. A convenient bus
service to the Montréal airport is a 10-minute walk
from the hotel.
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