
 
CHRISTMAS MARKETS ALONG THE

DANUBE
 

Your 9-night journey includes: River-view stateroom aboard the m/s River Splendor; 8-night
river cruise with Budapest, Bratislava, Vienna, Linz, Passau & Regensburg

 
Celebrate the holidays with Vantage on this festive river cruise. Discover the joys of traveling in
Europe during the low season, including fewer crowds and more time to explore the pleasures of
Europe in wintertime. Setting sail from charming Budapest, you’ll visit traditional Christmas markets,
charming Bavarian villages, and UNESCO World Heritage Sites. You’ll also enjoy festive, Vantage-
exclusive activities, including a private concert at Vienna’s famed Kursalon Music Hall and a
gingerbread-making demonstration sure to put you in the holiday mood.
 
Journey down the scenic Danube aboard the 5-star m/s River Splendor, an elegant river cruise ship
outfitted with every luxurious amenity you can dream of. Along with delicious 5-star dining and
unparalleled personalized service, she is outfitted with even more French balconies, custom-built solo
cabins, and adjoining cabin options. In all, you’ll enjoy 19 included features and Cultural Connections
throughout your Christmas-themed river cruise.
 
Enjoy even more holiday magic when you add an optional pre- or post-trip extension in Prague or
Budapest, two of Europe's grandest cities. Don’t miss this delightful holiday journey that’s perfect for
friends, family, and solo travelers!

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SBW23

http://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-river-cruises/european-holiday-river-cruise/sbwxx/2023


JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS
CHRISTMAS MARKETS

Uncover the artistry and tradition of
European handicrafts and yuletide
specialties at various local
Christmas markets (subject to

ONBOARD LECTURE

Enjoy an entertaining lecture on
Vienna’s long-held Christmas
traditions

BUDAPEST

Discover Budapest on this festive
voyage, and add more time with an
optional extension

KURSALON CONCERT

Discover Vienna’s musical legacy at
a Vantage-exclusive classical
concert at the esteemed Kursalon
music hall

SPANISH RIDING SCHOOL

Witness a morning rehearsal of
Vienna’s famous Lipizzaner horses
and their skilled riders

PASSAU

Embark on a Christmas-themed
walking tour of Passau
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BRATISLAVA

Discover this city’s historic sites,
followed by an organ concert in a
local Franciscan church

REGENSBURG

Discover the medieval charms of
this walkable town on the Danube,
including an acting scene by
“Martin” the city guard

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SBW23
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YOUR PRICE INCLUDES

Purchase your airfare from Vantage and your airport

transfers and government taxes and fees are included

•

Accommodations: 8 nights in a spacious river-view

stateroom aboard the Deluxe m/s River Splendor

•

23 meals: 8 breakfasts, 7 lunches, 8 dinners•

19 included features and Cultural Connections,

plus complimentary afternoon shuttle service to

Christmas markets (where applicable)

•

Complimentary wine, beer, and soft

drinks included with lunch and dinner during your

river cruise

•

5 UNESCO World Heritage Sites•

Complimentary Destination Manager to assist with

all your personal requests

•

The services of a Vantage Cruise Director, plus

shipboard commentary, regional experts, and private

motorcoach for excursions

•

Gratuities for local guides and drivers•

All transportation on tour•

All transfers and baggage

handling overseas,beginning with your first night

aboard ship

•

Vantage's 5% Travel Reward, received upon your

return, to use toward your next Vantage journey

•

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SBW23
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ART & CULTURE HIGHLIGHTS  

Experience an exclusive private concert at the Kursalon

music hall in Vienna 

Enjoy a guided tour of the Palais Liechtenstein in Vienna 

Attend the morning rehearsals of the regal Lipizzaner

horses and their riders at the Spanish Riding School 

Explore the Christmas market of Budapest 

  

 
  

BIKING HIGHLIGHTS  

Enjoy complimentary use of onboard high-end bicycles &

helmets 

Use our suggested route maps, or your onboard staff can

add alternatives 

Bring along water in a collectible Vantage bottle from your

stateroom 

For biking please bring firm-soled shoes, lightweight layers

in moisture-wicking fabrics, a windbreaker, and pants

made of breathable fabric (or padded cycling pants). Hats and gloves are suggested for chilly

months 

  

 
  

CULINARY HIGHLIGHTS  

Participate in cooking demonstrations of regional

specialties such as apple strudel and gingerbread 

Experience the culinary treats of Regensburg and several

other enchanting cities 

Taste Glühwein and other regional treats during visits to

several Christmas markets 

Enjoy several festive dinners aboard your ship 

  

SPECIAL INTEREST
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FAMILY & FRIENDS HIGHLIGHTS  
Make the memories of a lifetime on this cruise with your
friends and family. Here’s what you can look forward to: 

Stay together! Accommodate a third guest in the spacious

Owner’s Suite with a sofa bed and deluxe mattress topper;

or reserve a Deluxe Suite, which comes with the option of

adding a rollaway bed 

Celebrating a birthday? Anniversary? Getting married?

Other milestones? Have our Concierge arrange an

onboard celebration! 

Have your Concierge book special activities for your family and friends, too, including concerts or

theater shows, limo rental, restaurant reservations, and more 

  

 
  

HOLIDAY CRUISES HIGHLIGHTS  
Europe offers a resplendent holiday experience. From
unique Christmas markets to the town squares decked out in
glittery lights, you’ll experience the holidays like you never
have before on this journey. Here are a few seasonal
highlights:

Hear a lecture on Austria’s Christmas traditions 

Visit Christmas markets in Budapest and Vienna 

Learn how to make gingerbread 

Decorate Christmas tree aboard ship 

  

 
  

MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS  

Be the guest at a private classical music concert at Vienna’s

Kursalon Music Hall 

Enjoy festive holiday entertainment on board ship 

Enjoy an organ recital at the Franciscan Church while

exploring Bratislava 
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PHOTOGRAPHY HIGHLIGHTS  
You’ll want to have your camera ready at all times to capture
the highlights of Germany, Austria, Slovakia, and Hungary on
this epic cruisetour. Here are a few tips to help you along the
way:

Don’t be afraid of the dark! Exploring cities and landmarks

at night offers different lighting and unique new

perspectives — just make sure you have a tripod or your

camera comes equipped with a night feature! 

Change your perspective. Try shooting from a different

angle and enjoy the adventure. For example, climb a stairwell and shoot a landscape from up high

or, alternately, get low and shoot a scene from the ground. Wherever you are, embrace this artistic

challenge by getting out of your comfort zone! 

Take a selfie! You’ll be glad to have a few portraits of yourself at the distinctive landmarks you’ll find

on this journey 

Look beyond landmarks — sometimes everyday scenes are just as inspiring, and are a lesson in

embracing the unexpected and seizing the moment in front of you 

  
 
  

RELIGIOUS HIGHLIGHTS  

Hear an organ recital at a local church in Bratislava 

Admire the Franciscan Church while visiting Bratislava, the

oldest existing religious building in the city’s historic Old

Town 

  

 
  

UNESCO & HISTORICAL HIGHLIGHTS  

Discover Linz, a city with a rich history as a trade hub

along the Danube  

Explore Regensburg, a city that was largely untouched by

bombing in World War II and whose history stretches back

to Roman times 

See the impressive Buda Castle in Budapest 
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Relish the culture and heritage of Old Town of Regensburg, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

  

 
  

SOLO TRAVEL HIGHLIGHTS Your solo-friendly river cruise
has been enhanced with special features catering to
independent travelers, including:

Complimentary biking options — take a spin alongside

your Destination Manager, who will lead small-group bike

rides, or explore independently with our complimentary

locks, helmets, and biking maps 

A lively social media night and musical performances most

nights 

Solo-friendly social activities, including a Solo Connection mixer 

Onboard entertainment, lectures, and cooking demonstrations 

  

 
  

CONCIERGE SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS  
Prior to your expedition cruise, our complimentary Concierge
service will be available to help you customize your journey.
Here are just a few services your Concierge can provide:

Do you have a special birthday, anniversary, family

reunion or other important event you want to celebrate on

board? Let your Concierge know and he or she can make

all the special arrangements, whether it’s a private

reception in your suite, a gathering in the lounge, and more 

Restaurant reservations. Just notify your Concierge of your interests, and he or she will be happy to

make recommendations, and will call ahead to reserve your table 

Special excursions. Would you like a limo to take you for a special night in the city? Perhaps you’d

like to look up long-lost relatives. Your Concierge is here to help! 

Extend your stay! Your Concierge can help modify your hotel reservations and flights if you decide

to stay on 

Tickets to local concerts, exhibits, theater, sporting events, and more 

 

Take advantage of this free, start-to-finish service by making your requests prior to your journey or

during your journey. We are one of the only companies to offer this level of service! Call 1-888-982-

6824 or email Concierge@vantagetravel.com to speak to a Concierge today, or simply log into My

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SBW23
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Portfolio up to two weeks prior to departure.During your journey, your onboard Destination Manager

can assist with any special requests such as spa reservations, hotel reservations, and more.  
 

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SBW23
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BUDAPEST TO REGENSBURG

DAY 1: First stop: Budapest!
DAY 2: Enjoy a Welcome Drink in Budapest

and board your Deluxe ship
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 3: Explore Budapest on a city tour
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 4: Strudel-making and treasure hunting in
Bratislava
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 5: Discover the historic heart of Vienna
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 6: Visit Vienna’s renowned riding school
and enjoy a private concert
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 7: Explore the cultural capital of Linz
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 8: Christmas-themed Passau tour, plus
the Captain’s Farewell Dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 9: Wander Regensburg’s historic streets
by foot or bike
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 10: Fly home from Munich, or head to
Prague on an extension

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SBW23
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DAY 1: First stop: Budapest!

Your luxury river cruise begins with an overnight

flight to Budapest, Hungary. Or, spend more time

exploring Budapest with an optional pre-trip

extension.

DAY 2: Enjoy a Welcome Drink in Budapest and
board your Deluxe ship

Prepare to experience the joys of a Deluxe river

cruise when you arrive to grand Budapest at the

peak of seasonal splendor. If you purchased your

airfare from Vantage, a Vantage representative

will meet you upon arrival and arrange transfer to

the m/s River Splendor. This evening, you’ll

gather with the Captain and your fellow travelers

for a Welcome Drink and Briefing before your

first dinner on board.

Vantage Onboard Enrichment:

Morning yoga and stretching, offered

throughout the duration of your cruise

•

Optional early risers’ breakfast in the Captain’s

Club, offered throughout the duration of your

cruise

•

Chess, shuffleboard, track, spa, and other

amenities

•

Included meals: Dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 3: Explore Budapest on a city tour

Today you’ll set out on a city tour of Budapest, of

which almost the entirety of its historic center has

been declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

You’ll see many of the city’s most notable

landmarks, including City Park, Heroes' Square,

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SBW23
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Andrassy Avenue, the iconic Parliament building,

Castle Hill, and Fisherman's Bastion. Following

your tour, the remainder of the afternoon is free

for you to explore at your leisure. Perhaps you’ll

head to the Budapest Christmas market and visit

over 100 stalls offering locally produced wares.

Included Feature:

Half-day Budapest city tour•

Biking Opportunity:

Ride a flat, 5-mile route of medium difficulty,

past Budapest's iconic sites

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 4: Strudel-making and treasure hunting in
Bratislava

Warm apple strudel is a European holiday staple,

and you’ll learn how to make it during an onboard

cooking demonstration this morning. Afterwards,

get to know Bratislava on a walking tour of the

city’s historical sites, including the Main Square,

National Theater, and the Bishop’s Palace. Later,

attend a classical organ recital at a local

Franciscan church. You’ll have free time

following your tour to discover more of Bratislava

on your own, including the enchanting Christmas

market. This evening, join your fellow travelers

for an elegant Captain’s Gala Dinner on board,

followed by festive entertainment.

Included Feature:

Historic Bratislava walking tour•

Cultural Connections:

Apple strudel cooking demo•

Organ recital at a Franciscan church in

Bratislava

•

Evening onboard entertainment•
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner

m/s River Splendor >

DAY 5: Discover the historic heart of Vienna

Begin your day with breakfast on board and an

engaging lecture about Vienna’s long-held

Christmas traditions, before heading out on

panoramic tour of this charming city. You’ll be

introduced to the historic center of Vienna, a

UNESCO World Heritage Site, including the

city’s famed Ringstrasse and the Innere Stadt.

Here you’ll see the Hofburg Palace, the

Stephansdom Cathedral, the fashionable Graben

area, and the adjoining Kohlmarkt. Following

lunch back on board, you’ll have the remainder of

the day at your leisure, with convenient shuttle

service from the ship to the local Christmas

market.

Vantage Exclusive:

Panoramic Vienna city tour•

Cultural Connections:

Onboard entertainment•

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion.

Visit Vienna’s famed Opera House and pop into

the city’s coffeehouses. Learn more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 6: Visit Vienna’s renowned riding school and
enjoy a private concert

Today you’ll have a unique opportunity to

visit Vienna’s Spanish Riding School and

attend a rehearsal of the world-famous

Lipizzaner stallions. Return to the ship for

lunch, then catch a complimentary shuttle

back to the heart of Vienna, where you’ll have

time to peruse the wares at the city’s

delightful Christmas market. Later, you’ll

Reserve Today! Call Toll-Free 1 800 322 6677 - WWW.VANTAGETRAVEL.COM/SBW23
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partake in a true Vantage-exclusive event: a

private classical music concert at the

Kursalon music. Back on board, enjoy a

cocktail of the day presentation, followed by

a celebratory Christmas dinner.

Included Features:

Spanish Riding School visit and Lipizzaner

stallions rehearsal

•

Private Kursalon concert in Vienna•

Biking Opportunity:

Ride a moderate 8-mile route past Vienna’s

stunning architecture

•

Please note: On dates when the morning

rehearsal is not available at the Spanish Riding

School, a guided tour will be provided of the

Winter Riding School and Stables.
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 7: Explore the cultural capital of Linz

Today, you’ll explore lovely Linz, a cutting-edge

city at the forefront of the arts and technology

that UNESCO dubbed a City of Media Arts, with

an active walking and hiking tour to Ars

Electronica. You’ll have time to continue your

exploration of the local Christmas markets before

returning to the ship for lunch and an afternoon

at leisure on board. After dinner, enjoy local

entertainment in the ship’s lounge.

Included Feature:

Linz walking tour•

Cultural Connection:

Enjoy onboard entertainment•

Biking Opportunity:

Discover the landmarks along the Danube,

including Bruckner Concert Hall and the Lentos

•

Art Museum, on this easy route to Linz

Destination Enhancement: Customize your

journey when you add an optional excursion. Set

out on a full-day tour of lovely Salzburg. Learn

more
Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 8: Christmas-themed Passau tour, plus the
Captain’s Farewell Dinner

More baroque splendor awaits you in picturesque

Passau, located at the confluence of the Inn, Ilz,

and Danube rivers. On a Christmas-themed

walking tour, we’ll admire the UNESCO-listed

Old Town and spend some time at the Christmas

market, located just outside St. Stephan's

Cathedral. For a more active option, you can

participate in a 3.5-hour hiking tour of Passau

that includes entrance to Veste Oberhaus. Don't

forget to try the gingerbread here in Passau —

it’s spiced, warm, delectable, and you’ll even

learn how to make it later this afternoon.

Later, a local painter comes on board for a

colorful painting lesson. Then, learn the secrets

of making Germany’s treasured lebkuchen —

also known as gingerbread — in the ship’s

lounge. Afterward, deck the halls of your ship in a

fun Christmas tree decorating workshop. This

fun, family activity culminates with a competition,

and the winner will be announced afterward at

the festive Captain’s Farewell Reception followed

by a German-themed Farewell Dinner.

Included Feature:

Christmas-themed Passau walking tour•

Cultural Connections:

Onboard painting lesson by a local•

Gingerbread demonstration•

Onboard Christmas tree decorating workshop•
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http://www.vantagetravel.com/ourjourneys/deluxe-river-cruises/european-holiday-river-cruise/sbwxx/2023


Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 9: Wander Regensburg’s historic streets by
foot or bike

Delve into Bavarian custom and culture with a

day in medieval Regensburg. Largely spared

from World War II bombing, Regensburg is

remarkably well-preserved, with an Old Town

doubling as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Wander the city on a walking tour of its medieval

highlights.

You’ll also meet Martin, Regensburg’s city guard,

who will regale you with a special presentation. If

you’re more active, you’ll have the opportunity to

join the same walking tour but at a faster clip.

Alternatively, feel free to explore on one of the

complimentary bicycles aboard your ship.

Later, you'll have leisure time to explore on your

own, including a chance to dine at the

Regensburg Sausage Kitchen, a historic

restaurant on the Danube that’s also the oldest

continuously open restaurant in the world. Don’t

miss the finger-sized sausage, sauerkraut, and

sweet mustard — a delicacy! You can also visit

an antique clock and handmade gift shop, or join

the Cruise Director for a warm, mulled cup of

Glühwein at the local Christmas Market.

Included Feature:

Walking tour of Regensburg’s UNESCO-listed

Old Town

•

Cultural Connections:

Meet Martin the city guard of Regensburg•

Glühwein and Christmas Market visit with your

Cruise Director

•

Biking Opportunity:

Ride through Regensburg and learn about its

history on a moderate 14-mile route

•

Included meals: Breakfast, lunch & dinner
m/s River Splendor >

DAY 10: Fly home from Munich, or head to
Prague on an extension

Disembark your river cruise ship in Regensburg

and transfer to the Munich airport to return home,

or head to Prague for a post-trip extension.

Included meals: Breakfast

Important Notice:The above day-by-day itinerary is

preliminary and subject to change. If changes occur

while on tour, you will be notified by your Cruise Director

or regional expert. In addition, should there be an

extreme change in water levels, Vantage will do

everything possible to provide either the included

excursion or an alternate excursion at Vantage’s

discretion.

Please Note: Port times & itineraries are subject to

change. Fluctuating water levels and winter weather

may affect itinerary. All Christmas markets are subject

to local traditions and opening dates and times are

dependent on the local authorities. 
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m/s River Splendor  
Reoutfitted for the 2021 sailing season, the m/s River Splendor was launched with aplomb in the

spring of 2013 and just keeps getting better. Boasting 5-star features, including brand-new adjoining-

room categories and supplement-free single cabins (AS category) on the top decks, the m/s River

Splendor offers the most expansive views and values available for solo travelers today!

Designed with the American traveler in mind 

Owner’s Suite is 330 square feet with all the amenities of a Deluxe suite including a minibar 

14 supplement-free solo cabins, 6 with French balconies 

8 adjoining cabins to stay close to friends and family 

Solo Connections — Exclusive onboard events 

Exclusive Destination Manager service available on every departure 

State-of-the-art interactive features on board, including video on demand, access to many U.S. TV

channels, GPS tracking, and ship-wide Wi-Fi! 

Single stateroom/s with French Balconies 

81% of staterooms have French balconies 

All staterooms feature twin beds that convert to a double 

Large flat-screen color TV 

Intimate cruising with no more than 174 passengers on board 

Elevator between each deck in the interior of the ship. 

Non-smoking throughout interior (designated smoking area on open-air Solaris Deck) 

Best crew-to-passenger ratio you’ll find anywhere! Better than 4-to-1! 

Please note: Internet connectivity may be limited or unavailable depending on ship location, signal

availability, and volume of onboard usage. During peak river cruise sailing periods, it is common for

ships to tie up alongside each other at select piers. You may have to occasionally step across other

boats to get to shore, and may have temporarily obstructed views. 

ACCOMMODATIONS
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Radisson Blu Hotel Prague ★★★★
The Radisson Blu Hotel Prague is ideally located
between Prague’s Old Town and New Town,
making the most of being a short walking distance
to such major attractions as the Charles Bridge,
Prague Castle, Wenceslas Square, numerous
shops, cafés, restaurants, and more. Rooms are
elegantly designed and all fitted with modern
amenities, including high-speed Internet. While
here, make use of the hotel’s health club, room
service, and more to enhance your stay.

InterContinental Budapest ★★★★
The Moderate Deluxe InterContinental Budapest
offers 402 elegantly appointed rooms and suites,
each of which is comfortable with all the expected
modern amenities. Experience 180-degree
panoramic views over Chain Bridge, the Danube,
and the former Royal Palace that are as intriguing
by day as they are by night.
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